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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first action in response to application no. 09/943,793 filed on August 31 , 2001 
in which claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ogawa 
et al. (US Patent no. 5787179). 

As per claims 1, 8, and 15, Ogawa discloses a packetized elementary stream (PES) 
interface capable of receiving a plurality of packetized elementary streams associated 
with a single video program (See Ogawa col. 5, lines 65-67 and col. 6, lines 1-5); a 
presentation time stamp (PTS) detection circuit capable of detecting presentation time 
stamps in said packetized elementary streams and extracting the presentation time 
stamps therefrom (See Ogawa col. 6, lines 6-14); and a selection circuit capable 
selecting presentation time stamps associated with first one of said plurality of 
packetized elementary streams and transmitting said selected presentation time stamps 
to clock a generation circuit (See Ogawa col. 37-45), wherein said clock generation 
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circuit generates a first reference clock signal used by a first decoder to decode the first 
packetized elementary stream (See Ogawa col. 7, lines 1-22, and col. 11, lines 8-16). 

The applicant should note that the step of detecting the start location of the 
packet to be scrambled, and the detection of the starting location of the packet data 
require a clock signal (See col. 6, lines 41-45, and col. 7, lines 20-22). 

A per claims 2, 9, 16, Ogawa further provides a clock generation circuit generating a 
second reference clock signal synchronized with a first reference clock signal and 
wherein said second reference clock signal is used by a second to decode a second 
packetized elementary stream elementary stream in synchronization with the first 
packetized elementary stream (See Ogawa col. 12, lines 64-67, col. 13, lines 1-2 and 
23-31, and col. 15, lines 28-36). 

Note that the second decoder is the audio decoder and the synchronization referred to 
is audio/video synchronization for the television receiver 14 as disclosed in col. 2, lines 
1-5. 

As per claims 3, 10, 17, most of the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
above rejection of claims 2, 9, and 16. In addition, Ogawa further discloses the same 
decoder wherein said selected presentation time stamps are video presentation times 
stamps and said first decoder is a video decoder (See decoder 64 of fig. 7, and col. 7, 
lines 60-65). 
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As per claim 4, 11, 18, Ogawa further discloses a digital video recorder wherein said 
second decoder is an audio decoder (See Ogawa col. 7, lines 60-65). 

As per claims 5-6, 12-13, and 19-20, the decoder as seen in Ogawa is an audio/video 
decoder. Thus, whether the audio decoder is considered as first or second decoder, as 
long as both functions are being performed by the decoder, the limitation is considered 
med by the prior art (See Ogawa decoder 64 of fig. 7 decoding both audio and video). 

As per claims 7, 14, and 21 , most of the limitations of these claims have been noted in 
the above rejections. In addition, Ogawa further synchronizes the PTS associated with 
the second PES (See col. 6, lines 6-14, and col. 7, lines 16-22). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lyons et al. (US Patent no. 6101195) teaches timing correction method and apparatus. 
Hemkumar et al. (US Patent no. 6356871 ) teaches method and circuits for 
synchronizing streaming data and system using the same. 

Lyons et al. (US Patent no. 6061399) teaches method and apparatus for information 
stream frame synchronization. 

Robinett et al. (US Patent no. 6351474) teaches networking distributed remultiplexer for 
video program bearing transport streams. 
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Shiomoto et al. (US Patent no. 6584120) teaches data multiplexing apparatus and 
method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gims S Philippe whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1 107. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-7:00) Second Monday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris S Kelley can be reached on (703) 305-4780. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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